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Ellen G. White's Temporal Lobe Epilepsy  
Medical Explanations For Ellen G. White's Visions 

 
Preface 
There are many types of epilepsy. When the term "epilepsy" is used most people visualize a person that 
throws them self onto the floor, foaming at the mouth, biting their tongue, not being aware of their 
surroundings, etc. Temporal lobe epilepsy symptoms will be shown by qualified doctors, which specialize 
in this field of medicine such as Dr. Willis and others. I might add that epilepsy is not insanity nor does it 
impair a person's ability to learn. If Mrs. White were living today, she would be treated for temporal lobe 
epilepsy for her supposed visions. 
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TRIANGLE OF IRREFUTABLE FACT 
 
February 15, 1901 
Elmshaven, California 
 

*Visual, Auditory and Olfactory Hallucinations 
The Early Elmshaven Years by Arthur White, pp. 23-24, 53-54, 143-144. 
EGW MS 29. 1901 
MS 43a, 1901, — EGW mentions "a hundred times or more". 
Letter 11, 1902 
Kellogg Interview, 1907, p.66. 
General Conference Bulletin, 1901, p.204. 
Spaulding & Magan Unpublished Testimonies, p. 171. 
E. G. White Letter, K-33, February 23, 1901. 
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TEMPERAL LOBE 
EPILEPSY 

 
aka 

 
PARTIAL COMPLEX 

SEIZURES 

 

/                              \ 
March 2, 1907        November 3, 1890 
Elmshaven, California       Salamanca, New York 

  
 9 Testimony pp. 66-67.                  Life Sketches pp. 310-320 
 
 *Auditory, Visual Hallucinations     *Visual, Olfactory 
   and Syncope            Hallucinations, Syncope     

 
Ellen G. White --An obvious case of Temporal Lobe Epilepsy which is also termed Psychomotor 
Epilepsy and more recently Complex Partial Seizers. These patients also have  more frequently 
Hysterical Dissociative Episodes which the ignorant people of her day called "visions". The 
content of her "visions" was Paranoid since this was a prominent aspect of functioning. In the 20th 
Century she would have been referred to a Neuropsychiatric Clinic for diagnosis and treatment. 
Neither God or the Devil had anything to do with her "visions". The "true church" rest 
solely on her brain damaged temporal lobe caused by a rock which caused her comatose state in 
her youth. 
 
Composed By: Charles D.Willis BA, MD 



Visual, Auditory and Olfactory Hallucinations Symptoms 
From Ellen G. White's Own Words 

 
Hearing voices and smelling flowers:  
EGW MS 29, 1901— That Wednesday evening, still dreading the next day's carousal, she 
found a little anteroom and lay down. She fell asleep, but soon was awakened by a voice 
speaking to her. As she gained her senses, she knew what it meant. "The room was filled 
with a sweet fragrance, as of beautiful flowers." Then she fell asleep once more and was 
awakened in the same way. The Early Elmshaven Years Volume 5 1900-1905, By Arthur 
L. White (1981), page 23, paragraph 6. 
 
Seeing light and smelling flowers a hundred or more times: 
MS 43a, 1901, — EGW mentions "a hundred times or more". In reporting the experience, 
she says, "I was asking the Lord where I should go and what I should do. I was for backing 
out. . . . Well, while I was praying and was sending up my petition, there was, as has been 
a hundred times or more, a soft light circling around in the room, and a fragrance 
like the fragrance of flowers, of a beautiful scent of flowers."--MS 43a, 1901. Ellen G. 
White: The Early Elmshaven Years Volume 5 1900-1905, By Arthur L. White (1981), 
page 53. 

 
Smelled a fragrance around her and felt at peace after the episode: 
Letter 11, 1902, — We had a precious season of prayer together. . . . My soul was all light 
in the Lord. A heavenly fragrance seemed to surround me. I was not healed, but I was 
given the comforting assurance that the Lord's presence would be with me. It is not 
possible for me to describe the peace I felt.— Letter 11, 1902. The Early Elmshaven 
Years Volume 5 1900-1905, By Arthur L. White (1981), page 143. 

 
Light filled the room, odor of violets, and heard a voice telling her to go to 
Dr. Kellogg's house: 
Kellogg Interview, 1907, p.66, — Interview between J. H. Kellogg MD and Elders G. 
W. Amadon, and A. C. Bordeau. Notarized October 7, 1907, by J. T. Case, p. 66. "the 
third letter stated, 'Last Friday night when we were having family prayers, a light filled the 
room and an odor of violets and a voice spoke to me and said, 'Go to Dr. Kellogg's 
house' and so I am coming." EGW Estate letter, K-33 dated February 23, 1901, and is 
reproduced in "The Blue Book" called "A Response to An Urgent Testimony"  p. 53 by 
Charles Stewart MD in 1907. 
 
None of the family saw the light or smelled a fragrance or heard voices: 
General Conference Bulletin, 1901, p.204, — Did the others kneeling in worship that 
Friday evening see the light and notice the fragrance? This is a very natural question, 
which she answered as she recounted the incident on April 11 at the General Conference 
session: "Though none of the family saw what I saw, or heard what I heard, yet they 
felt the influence of the Spirit, and were weeping and praising God."--GCB 1901, p. 204.  
 
 
 
 



Light circling the room, smelled flowers and heard a voice telling her that 
Dr. Kellogg was God's physician: 
Spaulding & Magan Unpublished Testimonies, p. 171, — Well, while I was praying and 
was sending up my petition there was, as at other times - I saw a light circling right 
around in the room, and a fragrance like the fragrance of flowers, and the beautiful 
scent of flowers, and then the voice seemed to speak gently, and said that I was to 
"accept the invitation of my servant, John Kellogg, and make his house my home." 
Then the word was, "I have appointed him as my physician. You can be an 
encouragement to him." That is why I am here, and that is why I am at his home. Spalding 
and Magan Collection (1985), page 171. 
 

                  
After smelling the roses, seeing a silvery light her pain disappeared: 
Salamanca, New York  November 3, 1890 —  After this, weary, weak, and perplexed, 
she thought to retire to her room and pray. Climbing the stairs, she knelt by the bed, and 
before the first word of petition had been offered she felt that the room was filled with the 
fragrance of roses. Looking up to see whence the fragrance came, she saw the room 
flooded with a soft, silvery light. Instantly her pain and weariness disappeared. The 
perplexity and discouragement of mind vanished, and hope and comfort and peace filled 
her heart. Life Sketches of Ellen G. White (1915), page 310. Life Sketches pp. 310-320 
 
A room filled with light, a white cloud with pink edges, hearing angels 
singing as well as the voice of Jesus: 
Elmshaven, California  March 2, 1907 — 9 Testimony pp. 66-67. The room was filled 
with light, a most beautiful, soft, azure light, and I seemed to be in the arms of heavenly 
beings. This peculiar light I have experienced in the past in times of special blessing, but 
this time it was more distinct, more impressive, and I felt such peace, peace so full and 
abundant no words can express it. I raised myself into a sitting posture, and I saw that I 
was surrounded by a bright cloud, white as snow, the edges of which were tinged with 
a deep pink. The softest, sweetest music was filling the air, and I recognized the music 
as the singing of the angels. Then a Voice spoke to me, saying: "Fear not; I am your 
Saviour. Holy angels are all about you." …Again I fell asleep, and when I awoke I heard 
music, and I wanted to sing. Then someone passed my door, and I wondered if that person 
saw the light. After a time the light passed away, but the peace remained. Testimonies for 
the Church Volume Nine (1909), page 66,67. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Letter to John H, Kellogg MD from his brother Merri tt Kellogg MD. 
 

Healdsburg, Calif. Aug 1, 1906 
J.H. Kellogg MD  
Battle Creek, Mich. 
 
Dear Brother John, 

 
page 6 

 Now about my position as to the testimonies of Mrs. E.G. White. I think that in much of her 
writings we have clear evidence that the Spirit of God guided her thoughts as she wrote, but her 
inspiration came to her through the Holy Scriptures contained in the Bible. The Bible has been her 
constant study and has been the source of her inspiration. 
 Her early vision was the result of an abnormal nervous condition and the subject of the 
visions were the result of her conceptions of things when in a normal condition. Her dreams may be 
accounted for in same manner. Of this I am full convinced.  

 
Your Brother 
Signed: M.G. Kellogg 
 

 
Dr. Merritt G. Kellogg wrote the following letter r egarding Ellen White's condition while in vision 
to his brother J. H. Kellogg 
 
June 3, 1906.  

In 1868, after talking with Dr. Trall, I began to s uspect that Mrs. 
White's visions might not be what we had thereunto supposed them to be, 
and from that time onward I have been studying both  Mrs. White and her 
visions, dreams and testimonies...  

I have seen Mrs. White in vision quite a number of times between 1852 
and 1859, in every instance she was simply in a sta te of catalepsy. In 
each instance she was suddenly seized, fell unconsc ious, and remained 
unconscious during the full time the fit lasted; ev ery vital function 
was reduced to the lowest point compatible with lif e; pulse almost 
stopped and very infrequent breathing so slight as to be imperceptible 
except when she uttered short sentences; pupils dil ated to great width, 
sense of hearing blunted; in fact all her senses so  blunted that she 
could neither see, feel, nor hear; in fact was whol ly unconscious, yet 
her mind was acutely active, the action being autom atic and wholly 
involuntary, the whole vision being a conglomerated  mental rehearsal of 
previous conceptions, scenes, meditations, and sugg estions so vividly 
reproduced on her mind as to be to her a living rea lity. Catalepsy 
assumes many forms in its various victims , but in her case some phase 
of all forms was produced. I have seen many cases.  Mrs. L.M. Hall's 
description of Mrs. W's condition in vision agrees with mine. 

 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
More information on temporal lobe epilepsy: 
 http://www.ehealthmd.com/library/epilepsy/epi_kinds.html  
 
http://www.ellenwhiteexposed.com/headinjury.htm  
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